      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 18th September 2023 held at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs., Cummings, Gordon (Chairman), Pickavance, Pryke, Taylor

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 
There were twenty eight members of the public.
1364/23   To receive apologies

LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope

Cllr. Jayne Rear
1365/23    To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 
18th July 2023
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th July 2023 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
1366/23        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1367/23 To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
Twenty eight members of the public listened to various LCC Highways and Police presentations etc. Introduction by LCC.
1368/23  Speakers introduced themselves to the public. 

Andy Pratt, Deputy LCC Police Commissioner, Inspector John Bent area inspector, Tony Crook, LCC Highways, Cllr. Rennie Pinder, speeding presentation.

The council noted the speakers.

1369/23  Presentation by Rennie Pinder

Cllr Rennie Pinder, from whom the Parish Council rent the speeding indicators(SPIDs), gave a presentation on speeding from two SPIDs that had been positioned on Holmeswood Road. The presentation gave speeding data for the road which indicated excessive speeding by motorists/bikers is taking place.
The council noted the information

1370/23 Presentation by Cllr Lawson Pryke

Cllr Pryke, the nominated councillor for highways for Rufford Parish Council, gave a talk on the background of speeding on Holmeswood Road (B5246) and New Road, and all the work the Parish Council and himself have done over the last four years.

The council noted the information and asked to have regular updates on progress of speed reduction on the two roads.

1371/23 Response by Highways and Police

Tony Crook, LCC Highways, noted questions asked by the public which he promised to discuss with Phil Dunell, Head of LCC Highways.

Andy Pratt, Deputy Crime Commissioner and Inspector John Bent, area inspector, also answered questions from the public.

The council noted the information.

1372/23 Public questions conducted by Chairman

(i) The public asked for the national speed limit on Holmeswood Road to be reduced to 40 mph.

(ii) Average speed cameras requested.

The council noted the information and Cllr Gordon, Chairman,  and Clerk, thanked everyone for attending.

1373/23  To consider planning applications as below:

2023/0736/FUL   17 Hesketh Drive Rufford
Single storey extension

The council supported this application.
2023/0777/FUL   6, Church Road, Rufford

First floor rear extension

The council supported this application
Ongoing planning appeals.
APP/P2365/W/23/3320965   29 Highsands Avenue
Single storey rear extension
Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2022/1339/FUL   Green Gables, Flash Lane, Rufford

Garage conversion with rear extension

2023/0345/FUL   520 Liverpool Road Rufford

Replacement extension roof. Demolition of existing conservatory. Extension to existing dormer side elevation.
Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Prior approval planning

NONE

1374/23  To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022707  MK Illuminations Christmas Tree lights                                     £726.07

022708  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin – August                         £699.12

022709  Computer ink and paper                                                               £138.99

022710  P Brookfield  park maintenance and canal bins                           £214.83

022711  CJ Pennington  grass cutting                                                        £909.60

022712  Yates’ Playgrounds Holmeswood Village Hall fencing             £8400.00

022713  Crossley & Davis internal auditors                                               £966.00

022714  LALC yearly subscription                                                             £411.40

022715                                                                                                          VOID

022716  Rufford printing                                                                             £ 45.00

022717  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin (September)                     £634.80

022718  P Brookfield  park maintenance and canal bins                            £203.03

022719  CJ Pennington  grass cutting                                                        £1020.60          

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1375/23  Income
      14/8/2023  HMRC     VAT refund                                                             £9,398.01

The council noted the information

1376/23  Flood Risk
Cllr Cummings stated catchwater Drain needed some work doing on it.

It was resolved by the council to contact David Ainscough Contractors to inspect the problem and information given to the council.
1377/23  Highways 
 Blocked grids on Church Road, Rufford need reporting to WLBC street scene.
The council noted the information.
1378/23 Public footpaths   

NONE

1379/23  Village Halls

              Rufford
NONE
Holmeswood
The Fun day raised £4,500.00

It was also resolved by the council to purchase a small lawn mower to use on the village halls.

1380/23 Recreation Grounds 

The clerk informed the council that the small wooden boat on Rufford Park had been vandalised again and was taped off to the public for non-use.
The council noted the information and have received estimates to replace this boat in the future with a metal one.
1381/23  Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors
NONE
1382/23  Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station

NONE

1383/23 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
Post Office, St.Mary’s Marina, will opening again on Tuesday 5th September 2023. Opening times 12.30 – 16.45 pm

Cousins Lane, Rufford closed for roadworks Tuesday 24/10/23 – Monday 30/10/2023

CILT monies project by Rufford Parish Council submitted to WLBC has progressed to the next stage and will go infront of the Scrutiny Committee on 14th September 2023 and Cabinet on 26th September 2023 for public consultation.

The council noted the information.
1384/23   To note police information
NONE

The council noted the information 

1385/23      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 16th October 2023. 
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 16th October 2023.
Chairman closed the meeting  at  9.50 pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
